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The Role of Religion in Pluralistic Societies
A pluralistic society is a society that comprises people of diverse ethnic groups, cultural practices, and religious beliefs. They tolerate each other regardless of their religious backgrounds and ethnic groups. The society has a great expectation on the integration of society members rather than simple assimilation of the members. Such societies are accepted by the broader community and thus are sometimes protected by the law. The United States has experienced such societies as there are more interaction people of different backgrounds who have distinct religious beliefs and cultural backgrounds. Though there is peaceful co-existence between the different groups, each group maintains its unique identities and values.  Societies formed by pluralist societies are multicultural, but they lack a dominant culture. Religion in such societies is quite crucial and plays an important role. Though necessary, it has its shortcomings, challenges, and also opportunities for improving the community (Smit 2017).
In the United States of America, pluralism has occurred almost in all societies. The members of societies can celebrate diversity, or one can be an observer of diversity. As such, an individual can be threatened by the diversity that can lead to the isolation of the individual from the other society members. Religion virtual ghettos may create sub-cultures that threaten the co-existence experienced by society. As such, the unity created by pluralism and acceptance is threatened, and thus people adopt negative views on the other tribe or religion.
Pluralism is more than the mere tolerance of differences; it requires knowledge of them. Tolerance, while undoubtedly important, maybe a deceptive virtue by itself, perhaps even standing in the way of engagement. Tolerance does not require people to know anything about one another, and so can let us harbor all the stereotypes and half-truths we want to believe about our neighbors. Tolerance is essential, but it does little to remove our ignorance of one another. It is too thin a foundation for society as religiously diverse and complex as America's.
Religion can cause human disagreements that threaten the existence of pluralist societies. In the disagreements, each religion tries to justify its existence, and thus, the main objective of each would be to create a dominant religion that will outdo one another. Rorty describes this in his picture of depths of human disagreement. His hope for what he calls "universal intersubjective agreement." By which, of course, he does not mean agreement achieved by any old means - killing off the other party is one way of achieving universal intersubjective agreement - but agreement achieved by the social practice of what he regularly calls "justification." The two themes seem to me in tension with each other, if not a contradiction. As such, religion creates disagreements between members of the same society. 
Though religion can be disadvantageous to pluralistic societies, it is also advantageous in that people in such societies can voice their views through religion. Religion does not matter when giving good ideas. Still, it can be used as an avenue where people can contribute to the requirement of the environment, social justices, commerce, and the economy. Also, religion can influence political leadership in society and lead to a better direction. Carter says that public squares should be opened to religious arguments, and liberalism should develop politics that accepts whatever dialogue a member of the public can offer, especially from a spiritual perspective. As such, strong leadership is created in society.
Though people may practice varied religious beliefs, religion should create an enabling environment that will accommodate every individual. As such, religion should act as a unifying factor that brings people together and avoid their differences. Through region, peaceful co-existence is ensured, and unity among society members is thus ensured.
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